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Restoring Growth via Tourism at the 'Future Hospitality Summit’

Ri yadh, Saudi Arabia (ots/PRNewswi re) - Under the auspice of the &0
I nternational Conferences and Events, and the Mnistry of Tourism of
Saudi Arabia "The Future of Hospitality Summit" concl uded today after
two days of conversations. Key players of the travel and tourism

i ndustry, fromboth the public and private sector, gathered to

di scuss reshaping the tourism | andscape for recovery by pronoting
sust ai nabl e and i ncl usi ve grow h.

The Future Hospitality Sunmit gathered over 6,000 participants, in

Ri yadh and virtually, fromall over the world to discuss a path
forward based on building a tourismand hospitality sector that is
rel evant to a post-pandenmic world and attractive to future travelers,
consuners and workers. Speakers, including Hi s Excellency Zurab

Pol ol i kashvili, Secretary General of the UN World Tourism
Organi zation and G oria Guevara, President & CEO of the Wirld Tourism
Counci |, anobng other governnent |eaders and industry giants, also

consi dered ways of encouragi ng i nnovati on and entrepreneurship, while
ensuring that tourism devel opnment renmi ns sustainable in econonic and
envi ronmental terns.

Refl ecting on the success of the Future Hospitality Summt, His
Excel | ency Ahned Al Khateeb, Mnister of Tourism of Saudi Arabia
said: "The Future Hospitality Sunmt has convened | eaders from

nati onal governnents and the global hospitality sector to put tourism
at the heart of the agenda, resulting in an exciting and productive
di al ogue across the international community. The past two days have
hi ghli ghted the vital inportance of public-private sector

col l aboration, as well as community engagenent, to drive forward the
touri smand hospitality sectors' contribution to the gl obal economc
recovery. Enbracing technol ogy and i nnovati on as we rethink the
future of tourism using themas tools to ensure that the sector is
nmore sustainable, will create opportunities for everyone, and a
sector that is nmore resilient than ever before".

The &0 are ensuring a safe recovery fromthe inpact of the COVID 19
pandem ¢ on the travel and tourism sector and are working
collectively to safeguard lives and livelihoods and create a nore
resilient sector in the long-run. Earlier this nonth G0 mnisters
endorsed the Diriyah Communi que, which included actions and



gui delines towards an inclusive and safe recovery fromthe pandenic.

The travel and tourismsector contributed to 10.3%of the world's
gross donestic product (GDP) and 330 million jobs (direct, indirect,
and induced) in 2019. Today it is one of the nost heavily inpacted
sectors by the COVID 19 pandemic, with an anticipated 60-80% decli ne
in international tourismin 2020. Swift and coordinated efforts are
needed to restore growh in an industry that accounts for or 28% of
the world's service exports and it generates a greater impact on
donmestic econom es than overall exports. The sector also has a
wor kf orce conprised of 54% wonen, conpared to 39%in the broader

gl obal econony.

The G0 Tourism m nisters agreed during their working sessions that
facilitating the sector's recovery and resiliency fromthe pandenic
entails, anpong ot her neasures to:

* Support those nobst inpacted by the crisis within the sector,
i ncludi ng wonen, and micro-, snmall, and nmediumsized enterprises
(MBMES), and economes that rely on travel and tourism

* Plan tourismas a growh enabler, inproving sustainability and
i nclusive community devel opment, and supporting regional and
| ocal
economi es.

* Enhance connectivity and creative use of new technologies to
i mprove safety and security, and the travel er experience.

The &0 International Conferences and Events (I C&E) facilitates
conversations that matter anong the private sector, scientific
community, civil society, governnent, nedia and the general public,
anplifying G0 Initiatives and their inpact in the protection of
lives and livelihoods, the restoration of growmh for all and the
shapi ng of a better world.
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