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3M Health Care Launches a New Weapon in the Fight Against MRSA

Muni ch, Germany (ots/PRNewswi re) -
- The First Rapid Culture-Based Test Wth Results in Five Hours

Clinicians attending the 17th European Congress of dinica

M crobi ol ogy and I nfectious Diseases (ECCM D) | earned today that
there is a new weapon available in the fight against
Methicillin-resistant Staphyl occocus aureus (comonly referred to as
MRSA). Hospitals fighting the battle to stop the spread of the MRSA
superbug will have access to a new five-hour culture-based test that
detects the deadly bacteria direct fromclinical specinmens. The
3MTM BacLite(TM Rapid MRSA Test |aunches today as the first rapid
cul ture-based test that can effectively and reliably detect the
presence or absence of MRSA in high risk patients within five hours.

MRSA i s one of the npbst significant hospital acquired infections
in Europe. Anong the Gb countries, made up of Gernmany, UK, France,
Italy and Spain, prevalence rates range from 21 percent to 44
percent[1]. In sone European countries the proportion of MRSA
infection found anong patients in intensive care units was over 60
percent[ 2] .

"The launch of this new test represents an inportant advance in
the war agai nst MRSA," explains Professor dr. Jan Kl uytnans,
Consul tant M crobi ol ogi st, Anphia Hospital Breda/ Costerhout and VUt
Medi cal University Amsterdam "One of the nobst significant things
that we can do to reduce or even halt the spread of MRSA is to
identify which patients are carriers, so that we can take appropriate
action as early as possible. This test gives us the speed we need at
arelatively low price - sonething that is becomng nore and nore
important in these days of cost containment."

The new 3M BacLite Rapid MRSA Test will help clinicians quickly
i dentify MRSA col onised patients so they can proactively nmanage
carriers. Inportantly, a confirmed negative test result is available
within five hours and a confirnmed positive result in 24 hours. The
i mproved speed of these results will mean that staff can act nore
quickly to identify at risk patients, take action to control the
spread of infection and thereby help prevent the increasing burden of



hospital acquired infections.

Alternatives to 3Ms BacLite Rapid MRSA Test include traditiona
cul ture-based screening, where clinicians nmust wait at |east 48 hours
for test results, or expensive nol ecul ar diagnostics. This is a very
cost effective option and the | owest cost MRSA test avail abl e that
provi des same-day results.

Early screening may assist in the nanagement of infection contro
by reducing costs associated with isolating patients who are
suspected of carrying the deadly MRSA bacteria until confirmatory
test results can be obtained.

"The BacLite MRSA Test represents a revolutionary step in
m crobi ol ogy testing," says Steve O Hara, director of nicrobiology
with 3M Medical Diagnostics. "It is quick and sinple to use due to
its accel erated cul ture-based detection of m cro-organisns direct
fromclinical specinmen.”

The test requires 45 mnutes total hands-on tinme for 45 specinens,
whi ch hel ps the | aboratory's efficiency and productivity. It is easy
for health care facilities to inplenment, as it does not require a
hi gh | evel of expertise in the |aboratory to run the test. It also
has an objective endpoint, which neans that the opportunity for error
i s reduced.

Notes to Editors:

Costs of MRSA across Europe

In the UK, it is estimated that MRSA infections are costing EURL. 5
billion (GBP1 billion) a year. Around 15 percent (EUR224.2
mllion/GP150 nmillion) could be prevented by better application of
good practice[3]. The cost of hospital acquired infections across
all of Europe is substantially higher.

About 3M Health Care

Since inventing | oban(TM incise antimcrobial surgical drapes
nmore than 30 years ago, 3M has been a worl dwi de | eader in devel opi ng
health care products and services that address infection control. 3M
Health Care, one of 3Ms six nmmjor business segnents, is dedicated to
i mproving the practice, delivery and outcome of patient care and is a



| eadi ng provider of solutions for medical, oral care, drug delivery
and heal th informati on markets.

About 3M - A dobal, Diversified Technol ogy Conpany

Every day, 3M people find new ways to make anmazi ng thi ngs happen.
VWherever they are, whatever they do, the company's customers know
they can rely on 3Mto help nmake their lives better. 3Ms brands
i nclude Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite,
Filtrete, Command and Vikuiti. Serving custoners around the world,
the people of 3Muse their expertise, technol ogi es and gl obal
strength to lead in major markets including consuner and of fice;
di spl ay and graphics; electronics and tel ecommunications; safety,
security and protection services; health care; industrial and
transportation. For nore information, including the |atest product
and technol ogy news, visit www 3M com

3M Baclite, loban, Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsul ate,
Scotch-Brite, Filtrete, Command and Vi kuiti are tradenarks of 3M

Ref er ences:

1 EARSS Annual Report 2005, p44-46.

2 ibid, p46.

3 National Audit Ofice. Inproving Patient Care by Reducing the
Ri sk of Hospital Acquired Infection: a Progress Report. HCB876 Session
2003-2004: 14 July 2004, pl.
Ruckf ragehi nwei s:

Contact: Julie Omen, 3M +44-150-961-3372. Tara Finch, Resolute

Communi cati ons, +44-207-357-8187

*¥**% OIS- ORI G NALTEXT PRESSEAUSSENDUNG UNTER AUSSCHLI ESSLI CHER
I NHALTLI CHER VERANTWORTUNG DES AUSSENDERS - WMV OTS. AT ***

OTEO001 2007-04- 02/ 10: 03

021003 Apr 07

Li nk zur Aussendung:
https://ww. ots. at/ presseaussendung/ OTE_20070402_OTE0001



